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Section 1: Glades Band Commitment
Learning to play music and instruments takes two things, time and effort. Being in the Glades Band is not just an "activity"; it is an
adventure, a journey and can change a person’s life. Being in band is a commitment and is not only about you, but about working with
the band. We will need each student to be prepared, bring their equipment, do their part, be trustworthy, support all other band
members, protect the band room and equipment, and work to have a great experience. We are about to strike up a band on an
exciting experience that you will never forget. You will make new friends, explore new things, have ups and downs, and enjoy success
through hard work.
In this handbook is a lot of information: guidelines, procedures, recommendations and expectations for students and parents of the
band program. If you do not understand anything, please ask your band director, MR. ILLA. If you have a conflict between the band
and another school activity, sport, community activity, you are expected to remain committed to the band and to contact MR. ILLA.
Always feel free to communicate with MR. ILLA (Pronounced EE-Yah).
Email: chrisilla@dadeschools.net
School Phone: (305) 271-3342 Extension 2226

This handbook contains guidelines that may be revised throughout the school year.
Revisions will be posted on TEAMS or SCHOOLOGY Learning Platforms, the
Band Website and a message will be sent home to parents.
Original Version of Handbook - 8/22/2021

Updates will be highlighted in Green.

Section 2: Performances & Dates
Performances:
Band classes are performance-based courses. Students learn to play an instrument and will perform in class, for recorded
performances and assessments, and for live concerts as permitted by the school and district.

Performances are mandatory and are part of the course grade. If you have questions about a planned event, PRIOR contact is
requested to the band director, MR. ILLA at chrisilla@dadeschools.net.
Performance Dates:
As of the date of printing of Version 1 of this handbook our performances have been confirmed. As dates and event information
become available, they will be sent out to student families and to the school community.

Here are samples of performance our program has done in the past:
• School Concerts – Winter and Spring
• MDCPS School Board Meetings
• MDCPS Community Events
• Local events – The FAIR, Business Events and more
• Florida Bandmasters Association Band Assessments – Jazz and Concert Bands
• Disney Music Days Performance in Orlando, FL.
• Trips – New Orleans, New York, Tennessee and many more.

Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Section 3: Band Program Objectives
The director, administration, and staff are committed to developing well-rounded, creative and expressive students that demonstrates
a heightened sense of personal and social skills. These skills include respect, teamwork, time management, preparation, responsibility,
support of others, and effort to do our personal best.
Band students will be able to develop and demonstrate skills and characteristics on vocal, wind, string and/or percussion instruments
through practice and performance. Students will demonstrate music literacy skills reading music, as well as musicianship and
performance skills to play alone and with a group. These skills include tone, posture, rhythmic accuracy, instrument care and
maintenance.
All course lessons and goals for the band courses are selected from the National Association for Music Education and the benchmarks
outlined within CPALMS Florida State Standards.
National Association for Music Education
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Section 4: Course Overviews
Band 1 & Exploring Music: Glades Beginning Bands
(See Appendix A, Page 11-12 for Course Syllabus)
These classes are open to all students that wish to learn a Band Instrument. We can only take a limited number of students on
each instrument, because the goal is to create full bands. Students are fitted and matched to instruments and then with the
director select an instrument. School owned instruments are available for rent but are limited and range in age from 5-40 years
old. When possible private rental or purchased instruments are encouraged.

Main course focus is to develop the understanding and appreciation of music, composition, instruments, performance, and how
music relates to other life skills. These objectives will be achieved through the following course objectives:
Music Theory:
Music History:
Music Literacy:
Music Performance:
Music Technology:

Develop an understanding of notation and song writing concepts.
Learn about origins, key people, periods, and cultural impacts of music.
Discover and perform the skills of how to read, write, edit, and mix music.
Perform, compose, and critique music alone and with others in various styles.
Learn to use music software and instruments to read, write, edit, and mix music.

Band 2 – 4: Glades Symphonic Band
(See Appendix B, Page 13-14 for Course Syllabus)

These classes are open to students that successfully completed Band 1, Exploring Music, and through an audition. Students are
fitted and matched to instruments and then with the director select an instrument. School owned instruments are available for
rent but are limited and are range in age from 5-40 years old. The band may travel, perform, or attend special events.
Main course focus is to increase and further develop the understanding and appreciation of music, composition, instruments,
performance, and how music relates to other life skills. These objectives will be achieved by developing all of the Band 1 course
objectives above in much more depth.
Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Section 5: Student Eligibility
Participating in the Glades Middle School Band program means that you are a member of a group of individuals that also supports
school spirit and pride. MDCPS has specific requirements to be eligible for performances, events and field trips.
GRADE REQUIREMENTS
• Students maintain a minimum 2.0 G.P.A.
• Student attendance and tardiness must not be excessive and meet MDCPS requirements.
• Failure to maintain grade and attendance may result in exclusion.
• These policies are set by M-DCPS, FSMA, NAfME and Florida State Law.
All Glades Band members will have several performance opportunities throughout the year. There may be times when the
performance can only allow a set number of performers. Enrollment in the class does not guarantee that you will be eligible to
perform at all performances.

Section 6: Attendance Policies
In life showing up and putting in effort will lead to success. The director, administration, and staff strive to provide all students and
parents with the earliest possible notification of all events and for a successful band. We hope that students and families do the same.
DAILY CLASS ATTENDANCE
• Attendance is taken daily in class and sometimes up to 3 times per period.
• If a student misses a class, it is their responsibility to ask for lessons and make up work.
• If absent, check TEAMS or Schoology to find work and assignments.
RESTROOM
• Students are allowed to use the restroom.
• Only 1 student at a time.
• Students sign out on the restroom roster with their first name, last name and the time.
• Students take a hall pass (This is a MUST).
• Students sign back in on the roster when they return by writing the time they returned.
• Restroom use should be 3-5 minutes. If you have an emergency privately tell MR. ILLA.
• Excessive use daily and weekly will be treated as an attendance issue and contact to parents will be made.
• If you have a medical condition, please communicate it to MR. ILLA.
ABSENCES
• It is band policy that students must advise the band director in advance of planned absences.
• If the absence is emergency, please inform the band director as soon as possible.
• Following an absence, the student must provide a note from a parent or guardian explaining the absence.
• Missed performances, class assignments and rehearsals will not be excused until the absence has been cleared with the
attendance office and/or the band director.
• Students must check with the director prior to staying with another teacher for make-up work or tests OR have the teacher
email MR. ILLA to set up a date and time.
• Any absence from rehearsals, excused or unexcused, may result in loss of a performance spot.
PERFORMANCES
• Students are expected to attend every performance as a performer or audience member. The band is depending on you.
• The director must be notified in writing of any pre-arranged absence that conflicts with a scheduled performance at least 1
week before the performance.
• Performances include band competitions, assessments, Honor Bands, and the winter and spring concerts and recitals.

Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Section 7: Medical & Dental Appointments
Be in communication with your band director before procedures. Please communicate at least 2 weeks in advance to help the band
prepare. Students talk to your parents about dates! Together we can make it work.
Parents and Students, please feel free to contact MR. ILLA with Medical and Dental
Information to help make this a positive experience for our students.

Section 8: Grading Policies
MR. ILLA focuses on Effort and Improvement over Perfection. We want you to grow and improve. Mistakes and struggling to learn how
to do thigs are how we learn and grow for our entire lives. Everyone starts each quarter with an "A" in class. If you want an “A” it is
earned, not given. If you do your part this band class can and should be an easy A or B.
ACADEMIC GRADE (A, B, C, D, F)
• Each student begins each grading period with an “A”.
• The following are all student work that is included in the Academic Grade.
o In class performance daily,
o Group projects,
o Concert performances,
o Composition projects,
o Playing Tests, Written Tests,
o Recording assignments,
o Worksheets,
o Discussions,
o Peer listening and critique,
o And more.
o Concert critiques,
• Each concert performance is awarded 2-4 grades that are averaged into the academic grade.
• See the RUBRIC for performance in APPENDIX C, Page 15 to see how you are graded on playing/performing.
• Assignments are averaged to calculate your Academic Grade.
EFFORT GRADE (1-3)
• Each student begins the grading period with a “1” in effort.
• Effort is calculated by your preparation and trying:
o Having equipment,
o Asking questions,
o Having music and pencil,
o Taking notes,
o Practice to prepare for class,
o Playing your music – alone and with others
o Adding to discussion,
o And more.
o Trying and improving,
• Consistent failure to bring instrument and supplies or to participate in daily classroom activities will lower the effort grade.
CONDUCT GRADE (A, B, C, D, E)
• Each student begins each grading period with an “A” in conduct.
• Running around, horseplay or roughhousing will not be tolerated during band class, event setup, or events.
• Consistent failure to meet the guidelines in this handbook and MDCPS Student Code of Conduct will lower this grade.
• Other disciplinary consequences may also apply.

Band Class and M-DCPS Grading Scale
GRADE
A
B
C
D
F
I

SCALE
3.50 – 4.00
2.50 – 3.49
1.50 – 2.49
1.0 – 1.49
0 – 0.99

VALUE
90 – 100%
80 – 89%
70 – 79%
60 – 69%
0 – 59%
Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Outstanding Progress Conduct, Effort 1
Above Average Progress, Conduct, Effort 1
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Section 9: Procedures for Band Class & Concerts
In order to maximize class rehearsal time and to maintain the stability of the band, certain procedures are expected. Students must
understand that we rehearse as a group, perform as a group, and are judged as a group. The quality of the band will only be as good as
the least prepared member.
CLASS REHEARSAL PROCEDURES
• Beginning of Class:
o Band students will enter the classroom before the bell and report to their assigned seat for attendance.
• Setup – 2 Minutes:
o Students will be sent to set up instruments, accessories, pencil, music materials and return to their seats.
o If we use electronic devices you will know before setting up.
• During Class:
o Listen to the director, administrators, instructors and guests.
o Do not interrupt music rehearsal unless there is a safety or life emergency.
o Talking at times is permitted if you keep up and do not interrupt.
o Learn your part and then everyone else’s part.
o Pay attention, ask questions, and take notes.
o Play your part, try and try again.
• Pack Up:
o At the end of class students will be sent to pack up equipment and clean up their area and return to their seats.
• End of Class:
o Students will return to their seats and be dismissed by row, section or by student.
o In our class COVID-19 Guidelines from NAfME, the CDC and MDCPS REQUIRE the use of masks, bell covers, cleaning
supplies and social distancing for all students.
• Tips:
o Be on time
o Help others
o Protect others
o Be prepared
o Ask questions
o Be brave
o Be supportive
o Take turns
o Don’t be shy
CONCERT PROCEDURES
• All the same as in class apply to concerts.
• Be on time for the concert setup and warmup.
• Have your uniform, equipment and music.
• Follow directions, times, tasks and help make it a great event.
CONSEQUENCES FOR NOT FOLLOWING PROCEDURES
Together we will have a great year. If a student is having a hard time, talk to your Band Director. Sometimes people make
mistakes and we grow from them. However, the consequences for not following any of the procedures and topics covered in this
Band Handbook and MDCPS Student Code of Conduct may result in one or more of the following actions:
• Detention before school or during lunch,
• School referral to administration,
• Losing a performance spot,
• instrument removal,
• Exclusion from a performance or event,
• and more.
Failure to follow the rules of conduct will result in the following:
• 1st offense
Warning
nd
• 2 offense
Call & Email home to parent/guardian
• 3rd offense
Parent/teacher conference and/or detention
• 4th offense or more Referral to Administration

Let’s have a good time, do the right thing and enjoy our time together.
Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Section 10: Band Facility and Equipment
This section is to help us protect our classroom and our equipment. Together we create a band program environment and take care of
each other to feel safe and to have the best experience possible.
FOOD & DRINKS
• We cannot have food, gum, candy and/or beverages in the classroom.
• If you need to have a snack speak to MR. ILLA before class or during a break to find a possible place for you to snack.
• Water is a beverage. We cannot have water in the rehearsal space, because it can ruin equipment. If you need water, it must
be outside of class.
BAND ROOM & AUDITORIUM
• Do not bring guests into the band room.
• Keep your space clean, if you spill or dirty something, ask for cleaning supplies and make it right.
• If your area was left a mess by someone else, let the Band Director know and help clean it up if possible.
• This includes buses and fieldtrip places we visit.
LOCKERS & SHELVES
• Protect all band equipment.
• Keep things clean and organized.
• Do not use equipment not assigned to you.
INSTRUMENTS - Due to COVID-19 Students Will Not Share Wind Instruments.
• Use the appropriate parts and accessories for your instrument.
• Protect and care for your instrument (Private or School owned)
• Handle them with care, because some are very expensive and will be hard to replace.
• Do not touch or play equipment that is not assigned to you. (This Includes pianos, percussion equipment and strings.)
CHAIRS
• Chairs are for sitting. Sit correctly.
• Keep them clean, do not stick gum on them.
• Do not drag chairs on the floor. Lift the and place them quietly and carefully.
STANDS
• Stands are for music, music books, laptops and tablets.
• Do not drag stands. Lift them and place them quietly and carefully.
• Leaning on them or putting instruments on them can break them.

Section 11: Field Trips
From time to time and as permitted by the administration, MDCPS and the CDC we will have field trips - physical and/or virtual. The
following is the expectations of students for field trips:
• Be on time with paperwork, showing up and being picked up.
• Pay any necessary fees to the school or GMSF band parents booster organization.
• Buses are part of the classroom; all handbook and MDCPS code of conduct polices apply.
• Talking is permitted on the bus, yelling is not.
• Depending on the event use appropriate behavior.
• Always listen to the director, bus captains, chaperones, guests, and especially our bus drivers.
SPECIAL FIELD TRIP MEETING
Some field trips will have mandatory, meeting (Live and maybe on Zoom) for Students and Parents/Guardians to get information,
ask questions, check eligibility and prepare for the field trip.

Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Section 12: Uniforms
As a band we want to sound great, be entertaining and look good. If we look good, we will feel good and that will lead to sounding
good. Our band uniform is to be worn with pride and dignity. When you wear your uniform, you are representing our school, the
band, our families and ourselves.
It is each family’s responsibility to obtain a complete uniform. Please notify the band director, MR. ILLA, if there is any financial
condition that may not allow you to get your uniform items and together, we will create a plan to get your uniform.
CONCERT UNIFORMS
• All Band Students Uniform:
o Pants:
All Black dress slacks or dress pants. (No shorts, capris, jeans, leggings, jeggings, joggers.)
o Shirts:
All Black button-down long sleeve shirt and it must be tucked in.
o Belts:
All Black belt.
o Socks:
All Black long socks that must not show ankle or leg skin when seated.
o Shoes:
Black closed toe dress shoes. (No sneakers, sandals, slides.)
o Masks:
All Black masks (Will be provided by MR. ILLA)

•

Girls Dress Alternative: (instead of pants, shirt and belt)
o All black dress.
o Dress must cover up to the neck with at least a medium sleeve.
o Dress/skirt must reach below the knee while standing with instrument in playing position.
o No sheer material.

•

Jewelry: (Not required, this is what is permitted)
o Earrings: Small real or faux off-white pearls.
o Necklace or Bracelets: Small real or faux off-white pearls.
o No other jewelry is permitted.

•

If you are not in uniform for a concert or video, you might not be permitted to participate.

Section 13: Fees & Fundraisers
BAND CLASSES HAVE TWO FEES
1. Music Fee: Paid by ALL STUDENT. This helps us buy a few pieces of music per year.
2. School Instrument Rental Fee: Paid by students that rent and use a school instrument, including all percussion students.
FUNDRAISERS
Throughout the year we will have different kinds of fundraising activities and sales. MR. ILLA asks that all students and families
participate and help our band program do the following: buy new instruments, buy new music, buy accessories, invite
professional musicians, lower trip costs, buy software and more.

Section 13: Sports, Club, Tutoring & Activities
Rehearsals and performance events will occur throughout the year. Students are expected to attend all rehearsals, concerts and
events, as part of the class. Calendars, schedules and itineraries will be provided as far in advance as possible.
If you have a conflict with any sports teams, clubs, tutoring, or other activities, plan in advance with your band director, MR. ILLA to try
to work together to help you enjoy the band and your other activity. If not missing an event may lower your grade.
Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Section 15: General Information
Gator Musician Support Fund, Inc.
This organization is also known as the Band Booster or the GMSF. All parents and students are encouraged to participate in this
organization. Parent volunteers who have been nominated and elected by the general membership run the organization.

All parents are considered members if their child participates in the Glades Band. The GMSF functions as a separate entity from
Glades Middle School and publishes its own set of rules referred to as the GMSF Constitution and By-laws. This organization is
recognized as a non-profit organization and charitable contributions and donations are always welcome to support all of the
bands projects, needs and events.

We are looking for a New Board of Directors, if you are interested, please contact MR. ILLA.
CHAPERONES
As per the state of Florida’s Jessica Lunsford Act anyone that wishes to help chaperone/volunteer, or work around students MUST
apply for clearance, level 1 or Level 2. All applicants must fill out the volunteer registration application on the dadeschools.net
portal, turn in a letter from the school to be considered for approval, and be fingerprinted for Level 2 Clearance. Anyone that
does not possess a cleared volunteer number will not be allowed to volunteer or chaperone any school activity.
COMMUNICATION
Throughout the year, forms, calendars, itineraries, and more containing information will be sent home with students, posted on
the band website and shared by the GMSF. It is the student’s responsibility to deliver these documents and information to their
parents/guardians.
COVID-19 and Band
Due to Covid-19 Music and Instrumental Performance REQUIRES the use of Masks for all students and adults due to air
circulation. In addition, Bell Covers have been purchased to limit the amount of aerosol effect from playing instruments. Lastly,
Sanitizing and Social distancing will be in effect as much as possible due to room size and class size. Please If you feel sick, please
protect the entire class, report it, and stay home.

Section 15: Student Leadership
Students interested in serving the program and helping the Band Director, MR. ILLA can consider Student
Leadership positions. Students selected for a leadership position are required to attend special leadership
training seminars held before school. The selection process will also include an application, an interview.
APPLICATION Process
• Fill out all the information possible and provide any requested documents.
• Returning officer applicants will also be evaluated on past work.
• Student Leaders will be removed from their position for not following the guidelines in the Band
Handbook and the MDCPS Student Code of Conduct.
As the year starts and we find the need for student leadership, MR. ILLA, will appoint or interview for student
leaders per period and for the entire program. This will be to help keep the program running efficiently and to
assist with maintaining the Classroom, Equipment, and All Handbook policies.

Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Glades Middle School
Exploring Music / Band 1 Syllabus
Christopher A. Illá, Band Director
chrisilla@dadeschools.net
www.gladesbandmiami.com

Student & Family Letter of Understanding:
Students and Family Syllabus/Handbook Receipt Form
Fill Out & Return the Form to Mr. ILLA
Due by Friday, September 10, 2021

Course Objectives
To develop the understanding and appreciation of music, composition, instruments, performance, and how music relates
to other life skills. These objectives will be achieved through the following course objectives:
Music Theory:
Music History:
Music Literacy:
Music Application:
Music Technology:

Develop an understanding of notation and song writing concepts.
Learn about origins, key people, periods, and cultural impacts of music.
Discover and perform the skills of how to read, write, edit, and mix music.
Perform, compose, and critique music alone and with others in various styles.
Learn to use music software and instruments to read, write, edit, and mix music.

Course Requirements & Expectations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance to Class Sessions (Online or Physical).
Be on time to class with materials and assigned work.
Complete assignments on time.
Take Pride in your work.
Support other music students.
Take musical and creative risks.
Have Fun with projects and performances.
Physical Instrument Performance Guidelines (more details as we begin to play)

Life Rule
•

#1 and Only Rule: R E S P E C T.
o Respect and you will do well in life!
§ Respect All People
§ Respect Time
§ Respect the School

§
§

Respect Equipment
Respect Everything
(Online & Physical)

Grading/Attendance
•
•
•
•

The student is responsible for all materials presented during class.
If the student misses a class, he/she must ask for make-up work or materials missed.
Grades will be given for a student’s preparation, performance, improvement, and completion of assignments.
Attendance and tardiness will be tracked and may impact grade. Can’t learn and participate if you are not present.
Assignments Have Equal Weight
• Class Preparation and Participation
• Projects & Performances
• Tests/Exams: Playing and Written
• Assignments (e.g. Worksheets, reports, critiques, surveys, etc.)

Grading Scale
A = 90-100%
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 59% or lower

Extra Credit
Extra credit will be available for students who feel the need. Contact your teacher directly for more details.
Glades Middle School - 9451 SW 64 Street - Miami, Fl. 33173 - Band Room Phone: (305) 271-3342 ext 2226

Handbook Updated on 8/22/21
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Video Conferencing through ZOOM, must be logged in with full first and last name on roster to enter.
Microsoft Teams will be our Starting Platform, but we will change into Schoology. Training will be provided.
Music software and sheet music will be provided.
o Students are responsible for these materials; any damaged or lost materials will be replaced at the
expense of the student’s family.
Supplemental music and other books may be recommended for personal practice and further development.

Required Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Essential Elements for Band, Book 1.
o These will be sold in school starting in September and cost between $9.00 and $15.00.
Sheet Music provided by your director or instructor.
Music Folder will be provided by your music director for sheet music, class notes and paper assignments.
Pencil with eraser is required at every class/rehearsal.
Musical Instrument: Students will be matched to an instrument. (See section below about instrument rentals.)
Instrument Supplies and Accessories: Each instrument requires additional supplies as assigned. You will learn
more as we pick and assign instruments.
Online & Digital Work or Classes:
o Computer, Tablet, Smartphone. (MDCPS/Glades can help with getting a device.)
o Headphones, Ear Buds/pods.
o Microphone (for your device).
o Software programs given by your music director.

Instrument Rental
Instruments may be rented from the school and there is a school instrument rental fee. These instruments are limited in
quantity and are not the best option for most students because they have had a lot of use and range from 5 – 40 years
old. Private rentals and purchases are encouraged when possible and info will be provided for stores and companies to
consider locally and nationally.

Recommended Materials (Optional)
There are many things that can help us play music and become better. Here are some recommendations:
• Rubank Method Book (for your instrument)
• Metronome & Tuner
• Private Lessons
• Metronome/Tuner App
o Tonal Energy App (not free)
• Private Instrument (Rent or Purchase)

Performance Dates
•
•
•

As of the start of this year live performances have not been scheduled due to COVID-19.
As schools reopen and guidelines change this will be planned with a safety-first approach.
In class performance projects using traditional and digital instruments and Apps will be part of assignments.

Band Class Fees
Our band classes have two fees.
1. Music Fee: All Students pay this fee. This helps up buy a few pieces of music each year.
2. Instrument Rental Fee: Only for students that rent a school instrument, helps us maintain the instrument.

Band Handbook
•
•

The handbook provides much more detail about music class procedures we will go over it in class.
The band handbook which is available on our band website at: http://www.gladesbandmiami.com/forms.html

Be flexible, be courageous and do your best.

Good Luck & Have a Great Year!!!
Glades Middle School - 9451 SW 64 Street - Miami, Fl. 33173 - Band Room Phone: (305) 271-3342 ext 2226
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Glades Middle School
Music / Band 2, 3, 4 Syllabus
Christopher A. Illá, Band Director
chrisilla@dadeschools.net
Google phone: (Pending Approval)
www.gladesbandmiami.com

Student & Family Letter of Understanding:
Students and Family Syllabus/Handbook Receipt Form
Fill Out & Return the Form to Mr. ILLA
Due by Friday, September 10, 2021

Course Objectives
To increase the understanding and appreciation of music, composition, instruments, performance, and how music relates
to other life skills. These objectives will be achieved through the following course objectives:
Music Theory:
Music History:
Music Literacy:
Music Application:
Music Technology:

Develop an understanding of notation and song writing concepts.
Learn about origins, key people, periods, and cultural impacts of music.
Discover and perform the skills of how to read, write, edit, and mix music.
Perform, compose, and critique music alone and with others in various styles.
Learn to use music software and instruments to read, write, edit, and mix music.

Course Requirements & Expectations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance to Class (Physical or Online).
Be on time to class with materials and assigned work.
Complete assignments on time.
Take Pride in your work.
Support other music students.
Take musical and creative risks.
Have fun with projects and performances.
Physical Instrument Performance Guidelines (more details as we begin to play).

Life Rule
•

#1 and Only Rule: R E S P E C T.
o Respect and you will do well in life!
§ Respect All People
§ Respect Time
§ Respect the School

§
§

Respect Equipment
Respect Everything
(Online & Physical)

Grading/Attendance
•
•
•
•

The student is responsible for all materials presented during class.
If the student misses a class, he/she must ask for make-up work or materials missed.
Grades will be given for a student’s preparation, performance, improvement, and completion of assignments.
Attendance and tardiness will be tracked and may impact grade. Can’t learn and participate if you are not present.
Assignments Have Equal Weight
• Class Preparation and Participation
• Projects & Performances
• Tests/Exams: Playing and Written
• Assignments (e.g. Worksheets, reports, critiques, surveys, etc.)

Grading Scale
A = 90-100%
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 59% or lower

Extra Credit
Extra credit will be available for students who feel the need. Contact your teacher directly for more details.
Glades Middle School - 9451 SW 64 Street - Miami, Fl. 33173 - Band Room Phone: (305) 271-3342 ext 2226
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Software & Sheet Music
•
•
•
•
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Video Conferencing through ZOOM, must be logged in with full first and last name on roster to enter.
Microsoft Teams will be our Starting Platform, but we will change into Schoology. Training will be provided.
Music software and sheet music will be provided.
o Students are responsible for these materials; any damaged or lost materials will be replaced at the
expense of the student’s family.
Supplemental music and other books may be recommended for personal practice and further development.

Required Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Essential Elements for Band, Book 1.
o These will be sold in school starting in September and cost between $9.00 and $15.00.
Sheet Music provided by your director or instructor.
Music Folder will be provided by your music director for sheet music, class notes and paper assignments.
Pencil with eraser is required at every class/rehearsal.
Musical Instrument: Students will be matched to an instrument. (See section below about instrument rentals.)
Instrument Supplies and Accessories: Each instrument requires additional supplies as assigned. You will learn
more as we pick and assign instruments.
Online & Digital Work or Classes:
o Computer, Tablet, Smartphone. (MDCPS/Glades can help with getting a device.)
o Headphones, Ear Buds/pods.
o Microphone (for your device).
o Software programs given by your music director.

Instrument Rental
Instruments may be rented from the school and there is a school instrument rental fee. These instruments are limited in
quantity and are not the best option for most students because they have had a lot of use and range from 5 – 40 years
old. Private rentals and purchases are encouraged when possible and info will be provided for stores and companies to
consider locally and nationally.

Recommended Materials (Optional)
There are many things that can help us play music and become better. Here are some recommendations:
• Rubank Method Book (for your instrument)
• Metronome & Tuner
• Private Lessons
• Metronome/Tuner App
o Tonal Energy App (not free)
• Private Instrument (Rent or Purchase)

Performance Dates
•
•
•

As of the start of this year live performances have not been scheduled due to COVID-19.
As schools reopen and guidelines change this will be planned with a safety-first approach.
In class performance projects using traditional and digital instruments and Apps will be part of assignments.

Band Class Fees
Our band classes have two fees.
1. Music Fee: All Students pay this fee. This helps up buy a few pieces of music each year.
2. Instrument Rental Fee: Only for students that rent a school instrument, helps us maintain the instrument.

Band Handbook
•
•

The handbook provides much more detail about music class procedures we will go over it in class.
The band handbook which is available on our band website at: http://www.gladesbandmiami.com/forms.html

Be flexible, be courageous and do your best.

Good Luck & Have a Great Year!!!
Glades Middle School - 9451 SW 64 Street - Miami, Fl. 33173 - Band Room Phone: (305) 271-3342 ext 2226
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60-69% of the piece/excerpt is
performed using style and
interpretation, lapses and errors
occur and student DOES NOT
MAKE adjustments.

59% or more of the piece/excerpt
is performed using
NO/INCORRECT style and
interpretation, lapses and errors
occur and student DOES NOT
MAKE adjustments.

10%

Posture

20%

Musicianship

20%

Style and
Interpretation

20%

Poor Posture. Incorrect
alignment of the body. Incorrect
hand position and instrument
carriage. Student makes no
Adjustments

Tone is confidently produced
with appropriate
emboucher/hand position and air
speed/volume. Tone is
characteristic to instrument.

Tone is appropriately produced
making few/slight adjustments to
emboucher/hand position and air
speed/volume. Tone is
characteristic to instrument 8089% of the time.

80-89% of the dynamics and
articulation signs are observed.
80-89% of phrases are performed
correctly. Student performs with
appropriate intonation and makes
few/slight adjustments.

70-79% of dynamic contrast and
articulations are observed. 7079% of phrases are complete and
musically accurate. Student
performs with some intonation
errors and adjustments are made.

Excellent posture. Consistently
has appropriate alignment of the
body with feet firmly placed.
Correct hand position and
instrument carriage.

Student performs the
piece/excerpt with appropriate
dynamics, phrasings, and
articulation. Intonation is
consistently accurate

Confidently performs 90% or
more of the piece/excerpt using
both appropriate style and
interpretation.
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Good Posture. Correct alignment
of the body and foot placement,
with few lapses or errors. Correct
instrument carriage. Student
makes few/slight adjustments.

80-89% of the piece/excerpt is
performed using the appropriate
style and interpretation, with few
errors or lapses.

Confidently performs 90% or
80-89% of the rhythms Correctly, more of the rhythms
with few errors to pulse.
CORRECTLY with consistent
pulse.

70-79% of the rhythms are
performed CORRECTLY;
however, has challenges with
some rhythms causing errors in
pulse.

70-79% of the piece/excerpt is
performed using both style and
interpretation, lapses occur and
student MAKES adjustments.

80-89% of the pitches
CORRECTLY and is ABLE to
track with FEW ERRORS in the
musical score.

Confidently performed 90% or
more pitches CORRECTLY
without Errors tracking the
musical score.

Outstanding
Progress

Above Average
Progress

Class: ___________

70-79% of the pitches are
performed CORRECTLY and
student is ABLE to track with
ERRORS in the musical score.

Tone is produced making many
adjustments to emboucher/hand
position and air speed/volume.
Tone is characteristic to
instrument 70-79% of the time.

Average
Progress

Date: ____________

Average Posture. Shows signs of
Fair Posture. Incorrect alignment
proper alignment of the body and
of the body. Incorrect hand
foot placement. Correct
position and instrument carriage.
instrument Carriage. Student
Student makes adjustments.
makes adjustments.

No dynamic contrast. No use of
No dynamic contrast. No use of
articulation. 60-69% of phrases
articulation. Most phrases are
are performed Correctly. Student
performed incorrectly, with poor
performs with poor intonation
intonation and no adjustments.
and few or no adjustments.

60-69% of the rhythms in
musical score are performed
CORRECTLY and student does
not keep a stable pulse.

59% or more of the rhythms in
the musical score are performed
INCORRECTLY and pulse is not
consistent.

20%

Rhythmic Accuracy

60-69% of the pitches are
performed CORRECTLY and
student is NOT ABLE to track
within musical score.

Tone is produced INCORRECTLY,
student makes few adjustments to
emboucher/hand position and air
speed/volume. Tone is sometimes
characteristic to instrument 60-69% of
the time.

Lowest Acceptable
Progress

59% or more of the pitches are
performed INCORRECTLY and
student is NOT ABLE to track
within musical score.

Tone is produced INCORRECTLY,
students makes NO ADJUSTMENTS
to emboucher/hand position and air
speed/volume. Tone is RARELY
CHARACTERISTIC to instrument
59% or less of the time.

Failure to
Progress

Pitch Accuracy

20%

Tone Production &
Quality

Criteria\Progress

Students Name: ____________________

Rubric for Performance of a Musical Selection or Excerpt
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Syllabus Band Handbook Receipt

This form serves as the Syllabus & Glades Band Handbook Receipt. This form must be signed
by students and parents/guardians and is the first homework assignment of the school year.
The Handbook is available all school year long on our band website under Band Info at
http://www.gladesbandmiami.com/forms.html
The signature of the student and a parent/guardian on the Syllabus and Band Handbook Receipt
& Signatures sheet indicates that you have both received and read the Glades Band Handbook
policies.
Student Name ___________________________________________________ Band Period(s) ___________
Student Signature ________________________________________________

Date _____/_____/2021

Parent/Guardian Name_____________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________________________

Date _____/_____/2021

Email ____________________________________________ Direct Phone (______) ____________________
Communication Information
Phone: (305) 271-3342 x 2226 • chrisilla@dadeschools.net • www.gladesbandmiami.com • TEAMS • Schoology
Handbook Updated on 8/22/21

